KITAKAMI
北上市

History and access
Kitakami City is located 500 km north
of Tokyo where the Kitakami River and
the Waga River meet. This area has
been blessed with rich farm land and
suited for human habitation since ancient times. During the Jomon Period
(B.C. 10,000-B.C. 400), communities such
as the villages of Kabayama and Hatten
were formed here. Mountain Buddhism
ﬂourished around Gokuraku Temple on
Mount Kunimi during the Heian Period
(794-1192).
In the 17th century it was an important
passing point of transportation routes
such as the Oshu Highway and the Kitakami River waterway. Nowadays, an
express trafﬁc network such as the Tohoku and Akita Shinkansen (bullet train)
is well developed and the city is still a
key point for trafﬁc.

Kabayama ruins
Hirata Boat
Tohoku Shinkansen

The Kitakami-Ezuriko interchange of the Tohoku Expressway

−2−

Life in Kitakami
The population of Kitakami is approximately
94,000. The number is growing every year.
Kitakami is establishing a city in which the
residents can live with a sense of safety.
Living Environment
Kitakami City is aiming to cut down waste and
is encouraging recycling. It is also developing
the public sewage system. By using the natural
and historical resources of the city, it provides
the public with parks and open space for recreational purposes so that people can enjoy nature in each season.
Disaster Prevention
In collaboration with the adjacent town of NishiWaga, the city provides a wide-area ﬁre defense
and emergency systems. Volunteer ﬁreﬁghters
also play an important role. The government
and the citizens are working together to reinforce disaster prevention measures.

Waga River Fureai Park

Health
The city offers various medical checks and
health classes for the residents. It is also working proactively on the Palliative Care Project
for terminal cancer patients.
Education and Culture
The divisions of School Education, Social Education, Culture and Sports are developing the
Lifelong Learning Project cooperatively, as
well as maintaining and preserving the unique
traditional culture of Kitakami.

International Exchange Room
Kitakami General Sports Park

Sakura Hall
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Kitakami's industries
Agriculture
Kitakamiʼs agricultural output is one of the best
in Iwate. The main items of produce are rice,
vegetables, fruit and ﬂowers. Especially apples,
asparagus and taro, which is well-known as
futagoimo are widely supplied to market. As
for livestock products, Kitakami Beef, a kind of
Japanese Black Cattle Beef is highly valued. In
collaboration with the institutions and research
centers prepared by the government of Iwate
Prefecture, Kitakami is developing agriculture
that incorporates frontier technology.
Rice Harvest

Asparagus

Futago satoimo taro

Industry

Commerce and distribution
Being located on the important trafﬁc
point of the Tohoku and Akita Expressways and railways such as the Tohoku
line and Tohoku Shinkansen (bullet
train), Kitakami is an excellent distribution center for the wide commercial area.
It is also trying to revitalize the existing
local shopping area by improving facilities and holding local events in the city
center.
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(Since the 1960s,) Kitakami has been a frontier city in developing industrial complexes, attracting companies to the region and promoting
local business activities. As a result, it now
boasts being one of the most concentrated industrial cities in Iwate.
Casting, metal molding and high technology
such as semiconductor are in the eight industrial complexes within the city. The city is
seeking to cultivate long-term human resources
amongst young people and skilled engineers,
as well as attracting companies and encouraging business to transform into creative kinds of
enterprises.
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Concord City（ California, USA）
With a population of 120,000 Concord
is an industrial and technological city
located near San Francisco and the
coast. The Concord Jazz Festival is
known as a gateway to success for
jazz musicians.
Concord and Kitakami City concluded agreements to start a sister-city afﬁliation in 1974. Business delegations
and students have been exchanged
on a regular basis.

Shibata Town（ Miyagi Prefecture, Japan）
With a population of 39,000, Shibata
Town is famous for its cherry trees at
Funaoka Castle Site Park. As a satellite city of Sendai, an industrial complex is under construction. Shibata
Town and Kitakami City pledged to
cooperate as sister cities in 1980.

Sanmenxia City（ Henan Province, China）
With a population of 2,200,000, Sanmenxia City is an industrial and agricultural city. Kitakami City has been
enhancing cultural exchange by sending tour groups to China and through
other activities.
Sanmenxia City and Kitakami City
became friendship-cities in 1985. Exchange programs have been held, such
as hosting apple cultivation trainees,
Computer Academy students and two
way visits of youth sports groups.

Kitakami City Hall
本庁舎

和賀庁舎

江釣子庁舎
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Events and Sightseeing

Statue of Yasuragi

Kitakami Tenshochi has a
beautiful avenue of cherry
trees and it has been selected
as one of the Japan's Top
100 Cherry Blossoms Sites .
A number of tourists visit it
in April during the Cherry
Blossom Festival.

Cherry Blossom Festival
Michinoku Geino Festival（Oni Kenbai） Shishi Odori

More than 100 groups representing Japanʼs traditional folkloric performing arts
gather at Kitakami Michinoku Folkloric Performing
Arts Festival. You can enjoy
different kinds of traditional
performing arts such as Oni
Kenbai and Shishi Odori in
various spots of the city. The
festival is concluded with Torokko Nagashi, a ritual of lanterns ﬂowing down the river
with more than 360 years of
tradition, and a ﬁreworks display.

Special Products
Fresh produce such as
apples, "imonoko" taro's,
seri parsley, asparagus, as
well as sweets and other
specialties processed from
such ingredients; traditional
textiles such as Nambu
Sakiori and Okokuzome;
craftworks for Oni Kenbai,
a local performing art, and
other traditional arts and
crafts---these products are
all blessings of the rich land
of Kitakami.
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Gokurakuji Temple

Michinoku Minzoku-mura（Michinoku Folklore Village）

In the Geto Highlands area,
you have it all, great nature,
hot springs and a ski resort.
Geto Hot Spring is situated at
the northern end of the Kurikoma Quasi-National Park. Being surrounded by virgin beech
forests and facing Geto Valley,
it has a deeply secluded atmosphere.

Kitakami City Museum

Oni Museum

In winter, swans are seen in
many places. Some are sailing
gracefully and others are picking foliage in the paddy ﬁelds.

The Museum of Contemporary Poetry, Tanka, and Haiku

Futago
Imonokojiru Soup

Local
cuisine
Imonoko-jiru soup, a local specialty, uses
Kitakami's famous Futago satoimo taros,
as well as a variety of ingredients such as
chicken, tofu, konnyaku, mushrooms of the
season, etc. The Futago taros give extra
richness and texture, unmatched by other
common taros.
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Symbols of Kitakami

The city flower

White Lily

The city tree

The city bird

Kisekirei

cherry blossoms

KITAKAMI CITY HALL
1-1 Yoshi-cho,Kitakami-City,Iwate Japan
URL http://www.city.kitakami.iwate.jp/

TEL 0197-64-2111 FAX 0197-63-7023
e-mail kitakami@city.kitakami.iwate.jp

